




 

 

Environmental benefits 
The individual Newlands projects contribute to local authority biodiversity action plans 
and are designed to create new wildlife habitats and link up fragmented spaces to form 
green corridors. By creating new community woodlands and managing them in the long 
term, the Forestry Commission and its partners can ensure the environmental improve-
ments will last. 
As part of the transformation of Moston Vale, partners are also delivering a project to 
green surrounding streets – Red Rose Forest’s project, Green Streets – where local 
residents have helped to plant new trees. 
 
Economic benefits 
• Economic growth and investment 
The key objective is to encourage economic growth and investment in an area of high 
unemployment. The new-look Moston Vale makes the Central Park business park – it-
self a high quality scheme – even more attractive for new occupants.  
Central Park has been designated as a strategic site in NWDA’s regional economic 
strategy, and is close to other major schemes backed by the New East Manchester ur-
ban regeneration company. Employees of local businesses also benefit from having ac-
cess to Moston Vale. The street tree planting on local roads (through the Red Rose For-
est Green Streets scheme) extends the impact of the Newlands project, making a wider 
area more attractive for investors.  
• Land and property values  
There is strong evidence that house prices in the area, which were previously de-
pressed, are rising more rapidly than in other parts of Manchester assisted by the Man-
chester and Salford Housing Market Renewal Pathfinder and Newlands regeneration of 
the site. It is likely that the homes immediately adjoining Moston Vale will gain in value 
directly as a result of the improved environment Newlands has afforded. This thesis is 
being tested through regular checks by the district valuer, who has reported that the 
area is ‘now considered good value, particularly for first time buyers’. 
‘It will be possible, working with the district valuer, to tell whether greening has contrib-
uted to price rises, but anecdotal evidence demonstrates that prices are certainly al-
ready on the up,’ Chris Wa-
terfield says. ‘When we first 
started working there 
prices were £25,000-
£40,000 for a standard ter-
raced house, and now 
they’re £65,000-£70,000.’ 
• Health and wellbeing 
By turning Moston Vale into 
a resource for the local 
community,  including 
schools, it’s expected that 
local people will take advan-
tage of opportunities for 
exercise and will feel better 
about where they live. Local 
people were fully involved in 
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planning the work, ensuring the completed scheme meets their needs. 
• Recreation and leisure 
Recreation and leisure for local people are important aspects of the project. So-
lar lighting deters antisocial behaviour, and seating has been designed to be van-
dal-proof.  
• Quality of place 
The project gives residents of a disadvantaged urban area more open space to 
enjoy and a wider range of recreational facilities. Harpurhey is among the most 
deprived 5% of areas in England, and the Newlands project supports the ambi-
tion of other regeneration schemes to turn Harpurhey into a sustainable, thriving 
community. 
• Land and biodiversity 
The project is designed to contribute to the biodiversity action plan for Greater 
Manchester. 
• Climate change mitigation and adaptation 
Moston Vale and the associated street trees will help to adapt the area to cli-
mate change by keeping the area cooler in times of heat stress. 
 
Pictures:  
A: Local schoolchildren get stuck into the work of transforming Moston Vale 
B: Wildflower meadows in bloom in summer 2006 
C: New business premises at Central Park 
D: A map of the area showing the location of Moston Vale and Central Park 
Pictures A, B and D courtesy of the Newlands Programme; picture C courtesy of 
the District Valuer’s office 
 
Contact: 
Chris Waterfield,  
Forestry Commission Regional Programme Manager for the Newlands Scheme 
Forestry Commission Area Office 
Linmere 
Delamere 
Northwich, Cheshire CW8 2JD 
Tel: 01606 889912 
email: chris.waterfield@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
www.forestry.gov.uk/newlands 
 
Content by NS+ Limited 
Tel: 0114 229 5726 
http://www.nsplus.co.uk 

www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk 




